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Letter to parents regarding the subject of Religion

“Why are there different religions?”, “What connects the religions?”, “Do you guys also cele-
brate Christmas?”, “Why do Jewish boys and men wear a kippa?”, “Why do you have to take
your shoes off in a mosque?”, “Why do people fast?”, “How do Christians, Jews, Muslims and

Hindus prey?”, “How should we interact with one another?”

Dear parents and guardians,

These are just a few of the many questions children are asking today. In public schools across
the state of Bremen, your child will encounter “Religion” as a subject from primary school on-
wards. This subject’'s new name seeks to take into account the altered social situation, with
pupils from very different religious and non-religious backgrounds all living and learning at the
school. And the lesson must cater to this accordingly. The new subject of “Religion” seeks to
clarify the issues together with the various children in the class. Because many questions are
raised during school-time interactions. The lesson can thus help clear up the misunderstand-
ings which sometimes arise as a result of cultural or religious differences. School is a chance
to use religious diversity as an enriching opportunity, and to appreciate and respect one an-
other. Guardians not wanting their child to participate in these lessons can, under our state
constitution, unenrol their child from the subject. Primary school students will then participate
in the lesson in a parallel group, while middle school students will take an alternative class in
philosophy. We hope and advise, however, that you, as parents and guardians, take the op-

portunity to discuss this subject with your children and the teachers.



School is not about raising the children in a certain faith. The aim of the lesson is to encour-
age independent thought so that children can make their own, justified judgements, including
in relation to religious issues — regardless of whether they themselves are religious or what re-

ligion they practise.

Yours sincerely,

p-p.

Signed

Lars Nelson
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Nama ji Dé G Bav re li ser dérsa Olé

,Gelo cawa gelek Olé henen?*, ,Ci Olan bihevre gire didin?*, ,Hdn ji Noele piroz dikin?*, ,Gelo
Kdar G Zilame ji Olé Cihd ji bo ¢i Kim didin sere xwe?*, ,Ji bo ¢i gere Mirov li Cami ye de Sole
xwe derxe?*, ,Ji bo ¢i Mirov Roci ye digre?*, ,Gelo cawa Kristiyan, Cihd, Mdaldman G Hindu

nimej dikin?*, ,Divé em bi hev re cawa peywendi bikin?*

Bréz Dé G Bav (0 Weliye Zarokan,

év tené c¢end pirsén ku Zarok 0 Ciwanén iro ji mirovan dipirsin. Li navge ya Bremen e di
Dibistanén raya gisti de Zaroké we dersa ,0lé“ dibine. Ew navé dersa n( ,Ol&" bila bi rewseki
guherin e rewsa civaki ji bine bérgav: Hemu Xwendekar bi taybeti ji gelek din bi hev re li
Dibistane de dijen 0 dixwunen. Bi heman bi wi awayi, hinkirin Dibistane ji gere bi vé rewsé bé.
Armanca me ewe ku li ser wi Dersa n( ,Olé* dixwaze ji bo gareserkirina pirsén Zarokan li ser
wi mijare de cuda cuda di sinifé de hev re ronahi bikin. Ji bo bi taybeti gelek pirs di hevkariya
dibistané de pék téne 0 derdkéve hole. Di Ders de bi wi awayi mamoste dikarin alikari ji bo
zelalkirina Sualen ku carna ji ber cudahiyén ¢andi li ser dini derkéve zelalke. Bi wi awaye li
dibistane de imkanen naskirina Olé yén Biyani ji didin Zarokan, le disa hemu Zarok hemu hev

da biréz G bigiymet digrin, wek Ew bi dilovaniyé bi hevre tévgerin.

Hemu WEIi yén naxwazin bila Zaroken vana tekili ye ders Olé bin, hal weha mafé 0
imkanenvana ji bér hukmen ganunen me yén ji Destirname Dewleta zaroken xwe ji ew dérsa
Olé géyden Zaroken xwe jé qutkin. Ew Zaroken nakévin dérs Olé ew ji dibistana seretayi ye,

pasé di koma hevalbend de besdari bibin G li wedere dérs bigrin. Xwendekare terin Dibistana



mezin wek (Sekundarstufe ) ew wi deme dikarin dérsa Felsefeya bigrin. Hal weha Hévi 0
Daxwaze me ji Dé G Bav le disa Weliye zarokan ewe ku, ji bo xwe waxt bigrin 0 herin
Dibistane, le li ser van Mijaren dérs Olé bi Zaroken xwe re ji Mamostan fikir 0 malumat bigrin

piste biryara xwe li ser wi mijare bidine.

Li Dibistane de mesele ew nine, bila Zarok li ser dine ku dérst bigre an ku perwede bin. Bi
tayberti armanca ewe ku bi wi dérsan Zarok di fikré vana de xurt kin 0 disa bila Zarok ramana
serbixwe bin, serba ew bixwe li ser vana Mijare bi birar bin — béyi ku ew xwe bi olf ya an ji

biOIi nine an ji kijan péwendiya Oli ye, ew péwist nine.

Bi Silav 0 Réz

li ser Daxwaze

destgeri

Lars Nelson



